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angles into a small human-headed bull.   The second is so
much eroded that it is impossible to distinguish the design.
It seems that the cliffs of the Gomel were one of the
principal quarries which supplied the materials for con-
structing the ancient palaces of Nineveh. Most of the
great slabs were quarried from the upper beds of the lime-
stone, and were brought down to the river bank, at the
foot of the principal bas-relief, by a broad inclined way
which can still be distinctly traced. Down this they could
be lowered on rollers, and would then be safely deposited
upon the spit of sand and shingle piled up under the bank
by the river; for this work would be done in summer, at a
time when the waters were low. The gravel beneath the
slab-would then be dug away in sections ; and, bit by bit,
there would be inserted under it a wicker-framed raft or
keleg supported on inflated skins. Given a sufficiency of
skins suqh a raft can be made to float anything, and in
autumn, when the river rose again, the slab would be floated
down to the Tigris, and landed under the walls of Nineveh
near the palace for which it was destined. The two slabs
now lying in the water were evidently intended to be
transported in this manner, but for some cause (which we
can now only guess at)* they were eventually abandoned
unshipped. Possibly they were mis-handled and damaged.
Possibly the building of the palace was interrupted by the
assassination of Sennacherib, and was never resumed sub-
sequently when Esarhaddon had quelled Sharezer's revolt.
It is conceivable that thS great panel also would eventually
have been cut from the rock behind it, lowered on to the
spit beneath, and dispatched in similar fashion ; but it is
perhaps more likely that this was always intended to remain
as a permanent monument in its present site. The smaller
panels along the crest of the cliff do not look as if they had
been destined for removal. They were probably carved
for mere " swank/' to give dignity to the royal quarries;
or to keep the carvers' hands in, at a time when contract
work was slack.
The handling and moving of the ponderous blocks habi-
tually employed by the ancients would tax even modern